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LEAC CEREMONY
SPECIAL RECOGNITION
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Tem John Machisic, Councilman Bob Botts, Mayor Barbara Hanna, Lieutenant Phil Holder, Officer
Officer Everett Babcock, Councilman Don Robinson, Councilwoman Everett Babcock, and Mayor
Debbie Franklin, and Chief Purvis. Bottom row (from left to right): Barbara Hanna

City Treasurer John McQuown, City Clerk Marie Calderon, and City

Manager Andy Takata.

INVESTIGATIVE EXCELLENCE

On January 30", 2010, Traffic Officer Everett Babcock was dispatched to a hit and run
traffic collision involving the death of a 17 year old pedestrian. After examining
evidence at the scene, Officer Babcock was able to determine the suspect vehicle was
possibly a black Mercedes-Benz SUV, manufactured between 1998 and 2000. He
confirmed his suspicion after reviewing footage from several security video systems in
the area, which captured the suspect vehicle fleeing the scene after striking the victim.
Officer Babcock released this information to other officers.

Within sixteen hours of the traffic collision, officers located a black Mercedes-Benz
Sport Utility Vehicle with collision damage at a local hotel. Officer Babcock responded
and examined the Mercedes-Benz ML430 parked at the hotel. The vehicle’s
involvement was positively confirmed when paint/fiber transfers, taken from the victim’s
clothes, matched paint samples taken from the suspect vehicle. Through his
investigation, Officer Babcock determined the driver of the suspect vehicle was Sachin
Bhakta, a twenty-eight year old employee of the hotel, who had a suspended license
and three prior arrests for DUI.



During his interview, Bhakta admitted to driving the suspect vehicle and being involved
in a collision. However, he denied knowing he struck a person, even after he was
shown the video of the collision with the victim’s body landing on the hood of his vehicle.
Furthermore, Bhakta denied he had been drinking alcohol that evening. He was
released pending further investigation.

Under the belief Bhakta had been consuming alcohol prior to the collision, but with no
blood evidence or an admission from the suspect to support his theory, Officer Babcock
wrote search warrants for Bhakta’s credit and ATM cards. Information obtained in the
search warrants led Officer Babcock to two locations, where alcoholic beverages were
sold for consumption. After watching footage of security video systems at the
locations, Officer Babcock was able to determine Bhakta had been drinking alcoholic
beverages for at least three and a half hours leading up to the collision.

To establish the quantity of alcohol consumed by Bhakta prior to the traffic collision,
Officer Babcock interviewed numerous patrons, bartenders, and witnesses at the
locations. Based on the information obtained, Officer Babcock was able to establish
that Bhakta had consumed enough alcohol to place him well over the legal limit of .08%
BAC at the time of collision.

Based on the evidence obtained by Officer Babcock and the prior DUl convictions,
Bhakta was arrested for murder on April 16, 2010. Officer Babcock was also able to
secure a “NO BAIL” hold on Bhakta to eliminate the risk of him fleeing the country to
avoid prosecution. Bhakta is currently in custody awaiting trial.

The Law Enforcement Appreciation Committee (LEAC) recognized Officer Babcock as a
2011 LEAC honoree for Investigative Excellence. The ceremony took place at the
Riverside Convention Center in Riverside on 05-26-11.

Recognizing Oulstanding
Law Enforcement Officers
in Western Riverside County
Jor
Valor, nvestigative Excellence,
Excellence in Community Service,
and Lifetime Achievement.




Banning Police Department
Communications Center

Public Safety Dispatcher Jose Vital (pictured above) is seen confirming  restr aining order
information in the California Restraining and Prote ctive Order System (CARPOS).
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911 Emergency Calls for Service 1507
Total Incoming Non-Emergency Calls 5547
Total Incidents 3444

















































