
 
             
 
Date: April 21, 2009  CASE  #09-1288 
 
Location: 6000 Block area of Joshua Palmer Way, Banning 
 
Incident: Witness Intimidation and Bribery  
                                          

                                                     
                      Gregoire John Lavoie                        Rene Anthony Lavoie                                 
 
On April 21, 2009, investigators from the Banning Police Department, San 
Gorgonio Special Operations Gang Task Force, and California Department of 
Justice arrested father and son, Rene Anthony Lavoie and Gregoire John Lavoie, 
for intimidation and bribery of a witness in an attempted murder case from 2007.  
Gregoire Lavoie is the named suspect in the 2007 case. Gregoire was arrested in 
the 6000 Block of Joshua Palmer Way and Rene was arrested in the 600 Block of 
N. Bennett Place, both in the City of Banning.  
 
On Saturday, December 8th, 2007, Gregoire Lavoie was arrested for attempted 
murder.  He was scheduled to appear in a Riverside Superior Court for that case in 
the near future. Over the past several months, the victim in the case has been 
contacted numerous times by Gregoire and Rene Lavoie.  They have threatened 
and offered payment to the victim for him not to testify against Gregoire. The 
victim did not respond to the offers of payment. 
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On Monday, April 13th, 2009, the victim and his family were shot at in their 
vehicle while driving in the 3000 Block area of Red Bluff Lane in the City of 
Banning. The victim sustained gun shot wounds to the face and arm. His girlfriend 
sustained an injury to her eye. No suspect(s) have been arrested in that shooting. 
 
During the investigation, it was discovered that Gregoire and Rene both assured 
the victim he would no longer be assaulted if he agreed to take $1000.00 dollars 
and not testify.  
 
 
Gregoire was later booked into the Smith Correctional Facility in the City of 
Banning for Bribing a Witness, 138 (a) PC, Intimidation of a Witnesses, 136.1 PC, 
a felony while on Bail, 12022.1, Participation in Criminal Street Gangs, 186.22 and 
182 (A) (1) PC, Conspiracy. 
 
Rene was booked into the Robert Presley Detection Center in the City of Riverside 
for Bribing a Witness, 138 (a) PC, Intimidation of a Witnesses, 136.1 PC, 
Participation in Criminal Street Gangs, 186.22 and 182 (A) (1) PC, Conspiracy.   
  
The Banning Police Department urges citizens to contact the police department 
with any information involving this case. For further information pertaining to this 
case please contact the Banning Police Department Detective Bureau at (951) 922-
3180.   
 
Suspect Information: 
 
Suspect# 1: Gregoire John Lavoie, H/M, D.O.B: 02-20-1985, 600/185,  
                     Brown / Blue. City of Residence: Banning. 
 
 
Suspect# 2: Rene Anthony Lavoie, H/M, D.O.B: 01-15-1959, 604/240,  
                     Brown / Brown. City of Residence: Banning. 
 


