
 
             
 
Date: May 8, 2008   
 
Location: City of Banning 
 
Incident: Three Banning Police Department Officers Recognized for their Service to 

Schools 
 
 

Banning Police Department and the Banning Unified School District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, May 7, 2008, three Banning Police officers were recognized for their dedication to 
students who attend schools within the Banning Unified School District. Sean McMurray, Student 
Services Coordinator for the Banning Unified School District, presented Sergeant Alex Diaz, Detective 
Vince Avila and Detective Doug Monte with Certificates of Appreciation at the Riverside County of 
Education (RCOE) awards luncheon. The luncheon was held at The Old Spaghetti Factory in Riverside 
and was hosted by the RCOE who recognized not only law enforcement officers, but also probation 
officers, school counselors, school employees and private persons who contributed to helping students 
improve their attendance and grades throughout Riverside County.   
 
Sergeant Diaz supervises a team of officers who work exclusively with Banning’s youth. The team of 
officers, including Sergeant Diaz, work at the schools during school hours and also during after school 
and weekend sports programs.  
 
The Banning Police Department currently has three gang prevention and intervention programs in place. 
Those programs are; G.R.E.A.T. (Gang Resistance Education And Education), K.O. gangs (Knock Out 
gangs in Schools), and the B.P.A.L. (Banning Police Activities League). All three programs compliment 
each other and provide Banning’s youth with many positive alternatives to joining gangs and engaging in 
drugs and violence.   The Banning Police Department is proud of their proactive youth programs and is 
committed to providing ongoing sports and activities through B.P.A.L. to enrich their lives.   
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Press Release 

Pictured left to right: Sean McMurray, Detective Vince Avila, Paul 
“Bear” Bradford, Detective Doug Monte and Chief Leonard Purvis. 

(Sergeant Alex Diaz not pictured) 


