
 
 

~New Police Station Groundbreaking Ceremony~ 
              ~Speech by Chief Purvis~ 08/08/08 
 
 
 
I would like to thank everyone for attending the ceremony today.  I am very honored to have so many elected officials, community 
leaders, colleagues, fellow Rotarians, and friends joining us here to celebrate this day.   
I have mentioned to my employees that this is a very historic occasion.  It is not everyday that a city, county, state, or federal agency 
builds a new facility, let alone a new police station.  This is something that usually takes place only once, if ever, during a person’s 
career.   
 
This is a major endeavor and I want to personally thank the City Council for approving this project.  The members of our City Council 
have shown they have faith in our department and are supportive of the work we do.   
 
I would also like to thank our Public Works Director, Duane Burk.  He has worked tirelessly on this project and has taken it from being a 
plan on paper to the construction site you see here today.        
 
I am very proud we are going to be able to house other law enforcement agency representatives in the new station.  Since 2005, the 
Banning Police Department has housed the San Gorgonio Special Operations Gang Task Force.  The task force is supervised by a 
supervisor from the California Department of Justice - Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement.  The team is made up of law enforcement 
personnel from the California Department of Justice - Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement, California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation, Riverside County District Attorney’s Office, Riverside County Sheriff’s Department, Riverside County Probation 
Department, Beaumont Police Department, and the Banning Police Department.  The new station is going to be a state of the art facility 
and will house the gang task force.    
 
I would like to thank Sheriff Stan Sniff, Beaumont Police Chief Frank Coe, and Chief Assistant District Attorney Sue Steding for being 
our partners on the gang task force.  By working together, we have been successful in reducing the amount of violent gang crime in the 
Pass Area.  We have also been successful directing at risk youth to intervention and prevention programs such as the Banning Police 
Activities League (BPAL) and the Boys and Girls Clubs of the San Gorgonio Pass.  This task force is truly a team approach to 
combating gang issues and problems in the San Gorgonio Pass Area.   
 
I am also proud we will have a community room where we can hold neighborhood watch meetings, training, and other special events for 
the public.  This is going to be the city’s building and we want people to feel comfortable visiting us and using our facility.   
 
Public faith in the police department is continuing to grow and our image continues to improve.  As I said when I was sworn in as your 
Police Chief almost a year ago, I want to be, “Your Chief.”  I am committed to this community and so are the employees of this 
department.  We have done our best to become more involved in this community and be more visible to our citizens.  We have also 
tried to be as transparent to the public as possible.   
 
I appreciate that the City Manager and City Council have placed faith in me to lead this wonderful organization.  With this new facility, 
we are now poised to grow as a department and become an even better agency.  Thank you. 
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                   Chief Leonard Purvis, Congressman Jerry Lewis, Duane Burk 
 



 
               
         
 
         
 
 
               
    
 
 
     
 
 
 
 

        
 
        City of Banning Police Department Honor Guard    Mayor Brenda Salas Speaks 
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  Chief receives campaign poster from Congressman Lewis   
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Future Home of the City of Banning Police Department                Honorary Groundbreaking 
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City Manager Brian Nakamura & Art Welch 
 
 

      
Chief Purvis, Sgt. Arretche, Lt. Holder, Lt. West, Lt. Caldwell 

 
 
 
            
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Banning’s BPAL and GREAT Kids Get Involved                                                 American Legionnaire Sid Emmons  
 
 
 



 
       
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

          Assemblyman John Benoit                              Sheriff Stan Sniff 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

 
Mayor Brenda Salas, Mayor Pro-Tem Debbie Franklin,  
Councilman Bob Botts, Councilwoman Barbara Hanna,  
Councilman John Machisic, Sgt. Herrington, Officer Oertel 
  

 
 
     

Morongo Band of Mission Indians Tribal Council Member Charles 
Martin, Tribal Council Member Damon Sandoval and Chief Purvis 
     

 
 
 
 
 

               ~Thank You~ 


